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-French were as ready to back her as them. She was a Queen; her
offences would fade In time under a charitable coat of doubt and
forgetfulness. How could they hope - for Mary was not yet
twenty-five - to keep her prisoner all her life? A sound, but
double-edged argument! It was also the case for killing Mary,
And to make the case stronger, the Lords knew that if they put
her to death they could bring the Hamiltons over from her side
to theirs.

Cecil, Leicester., Bedford, Throckmorton, and others were In
despair over their mistress. Their private letters would make a
book of lamentations. They wanted full-blooded support for
the Lords and were in deadly fear of driving them Into the arms
of France. tflf the Lords speak not English^ which they would
fain do, they will speak French/ But Elizabeth stormed along
her own way. She sent Throckmortons the most rampant of her
critlcSj to Scotland to console Mary and to open her mind to the
Lords. He did his duty sorrowfully. Yet he was as superb a piece
In an inimitable game as John Knos3 who was threatening "the
great plague of God' to the whole nation if Mary were spared
from her condign punishment; though at the same time he was
praying daily for the continuance of the old amity with Eng-
land, thundering out cannon shot against the French alliance
and admonishing his hearers to eschew it eas they would fly
from the pots of Egypt which brought them nothing but
sugared poison.5

If Elizabeth had promised the Lords her support to put Mary
on her trial and execute her for Darnley's murder, or If she had
merely been Indifferent, there Is hardly a doubt that Mary would
have died. On the contrary, she kept exploding in a crescendo
of wrath. On 11 August about five in the afternoon she sent for
Cecil hastily and entered Into a great offensive speech that no-
thing was thought of for her to do to revenge the Queen of
Scots3 imprisonment and deliver her. Cecil answered as warily
as he could, but she Increased so in anger that In good earnest
she began to devise revenge by war. Nothing Cecil said satisfied
her, but he must In all haste write a letter to Throckmorton with
^message to the Lords, that if they continued to keep Mary in